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Catholic Grammar School

Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.

"Early in our daughter’s catholic grammar school career, one of her fellow first graders very formally greeted
her by smiling and saying “good morning, Ciara”. From that moment on, my husband and I began to notice
how our daughter and the other children developed a special bond that was fostered by a very warm and
nurturing environment."

This parent and child is available in Verbum: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/verbum/vol6/iss1/16
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CATHOLIC GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

Early in our daughter’s catholic grammar school career, one of her fellow first 

graders very formally greeted her by smiling and saying “good morning, Ciara”.  From 

that moment on, my husband and I began to notice how our daughter and the other 

children developed a special bond that was fostered by a very warm and nurturing 

environment. 

One day after our daughter was ill and was absent from school for two days, her 

classmates asked her how she was feeling and said they had missed her.  My husband and 

I were impressed by the fact that a monthly award was given to two students from each 

grade level for “exemplary attitude and behavior”.  This honor is called the “Joseph Sarto 

Student of the Month Award”.  Nearly every child in the class received this award by the 

end of the school year.  The awards were presented at a monthly school assembly, which 

seemed like a nice way of encouraging positive Christian behaviors at early age.   Ciara 

was always very proud and excited when she received this honor.  As her parents, we 

were very happy and proud that she exhibited these positive qualities.   

It was a pleasure to watch our daughter grow into a considerate and kind young 

girl during the years at her school. 

Dr. Karen Reifenstein 
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